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Department’s 
Mission: 

Create role models and leaders, who contribute positively to the long-term 
health and well-being of society and the wide world. 
 

Department’s 
Vision: 

To provide knowledge of moral values and cultural understanding by teaching 
the four pillars – character and morality; the individual and the community; 
civic studies; and cultural studies; thereby developing future citizens with 
moral values of compassion, honesty, and responsibility. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 

Course Title: Moral Education Program 

 

Head of 
Department: 

Coordinator: 

Mr. Stephen Dacosta 

Ms. Sazina Khan 

Teacher(s) + e-
mail: 

Shaza Hussein Melies 
 
shaza.m@greenwood.sch.ae  

Cycle/Division: Middle and High School 

Grade Level: Grade 7 A B E F 

Credit Unit: 
NA  

Duration: 1 year, 2 semester: 1 PERIOD/ WEEK (50 Mins. each) 

Course 
Prerequisites:  

NA 

mailto:shaza.m@greenwood.sch.ae
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The Moral Education Program (MEP) covers four pillars of teaching and learning: character and 
morality; the individual and the community; civic studies; and cultural studies. The program 
blends academic content with an exploration of character and ethics. 
 
It introduces students to the concepts of fairness, caring, and honesty, family and friendship as 
well as heritage. Students are taught interlinking units from the character and morality, 
individual and community and cultural studies pillars. 

GENERAL COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
 Build character traits in students 
 Prepare students with the life skills they need for adult life. 
 Teach students the practical and ethical values 
 Encourage and enable students to become engaged members of their community 
 Teach students about culture, both of the UAE and of the wider world 

 

 

I.  

STANDARDS/BENCHMARKS: 
 

 

 
Pillars of Moral Education Program 
Character and Morality (CM) 
 
CM 7 – Awareness and expression of own needs, views and feelings. Considering alternative points 
of view. 
 
CM 11 – The notion of equality and justice as fairness; rival ideas of justice and the arguments for 
and against each; meaning and difference between distributive and commutative justice; the need 
for rules and law 
 
CM 13 – The difference between duties and responsibilities and their justification; the difference 
between duty-based and consequentialist ethics 
 
CM 15 – The notion of community and the idea that all people are members of several, overlapping 
social groups  
Social cohesion; moral claims that communities place on people who belong to them 
 
 
 
Individual and Community (IC) 
 
IC 7 – Self-worth: wellbeing strategies for self, dealing with change and loss 
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Community awareness: how wellbeing is supported in the community 
 
IC 9 – Self-worth and identity: self-responsibility and self-respect 
Community awareness: supporting others in your family and your community 
 
Civic Studies (CIS) 
 
CIS 7 – Involvement and participation in community life: adopting an effective approach to the 
responsibilities of citizenship; awareness of opportunities for volunteering. 
 
CIS 11 & 12 – Living in an increasingly interconnected world: its challenges and opportunities; 
international legal systems 
 

 

II.  

RESOURCES: 
 

 

 
 Moral Education Textbook/Workbook 
 M Ed. Teacher Handbook 
 Worksheets 
 M Ed. Website 

 

 

III. 

CHAPTERS/LESSONS TO BE COVERED: 
 

 

Semester 1: 

Lessons  Character & Morality (CM) Individual & Community (IC) 

Introductory Unit 
 
Lesson 1: Respect Is the 
Basis of Good Treatment  
 
Lesson 2: Charity, 
Sympathy and 
Generosity 

CM 7 - Compassion, empathy  
 
CM 11 - Equality, justice as 
fairness 
 
CM 13 - Individual moral 
responsibilities, duties and 
obligations 

IC 7 - Growing up and wellbeing 
 
IC 9 - Taking responsibility for 
oneself and others 
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Lesson 3: Aspects of 
Equality among People 
 
 

 
CM 15 - Morality in the context 
of communities  

 

Semester 2:  

Lessons / Pillars Civic Studies (CIS) 
Character & Morality 

(CM) 
Individual & 

Community (IC) 
Lesson 4: Building  
Positive Relationships 
 
Lesson 5: Assuming 
Responsibility and Self 
Esteem 
 
Unit 1 Individual 
Responsibilities and 
Duties and Moral 
Obligations 
Lesson 1:  
What is Meant by Duties 
and Responsibilities? 
 
Lesson 2: Duties and 
Responsibilities of 
Parents Towards their 
Children 
 
Lesson 3: Duties and 
Responsibilities of Sons 
and Daughters 
 
Lesson 4: Moral Rules 
 
Lesson 5: The Moral 
Imperative Rules 
Governing Behavior 
 
Unit 2 
Making Better 
Decisions 
 
Lesson 1: Staying Safe at 
Home and Abroad 

CIS 7 – Involvement 
and participation in 
community life: 
adopting an 
effective approach 
to the 
responsibilities of 
citizenship; 
awareness of 
opportunities for 
volunteering. 
 
 
CIS 11 & 12 – Living 
in an increasingly 
interconnected 
world: its 
challenges and 
opportunities; 
international legal 
systems 

CM 7 - Compassion, 
empathy  
 
CM 11 - Equality, justice 
as fairness 
 
CM 13 - Individual 
moral responsibilities, 
duties and obligations 
 
CM 15 - Morality in the 
context of communities 
 
CM 17 – Introduction to 
global ethics 

IC 7 - Growing up and 
wellbeing 
 
IC 9 - Taking 
responsibility for 
oneself and others 
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Lesson 2: The Risk of 
Strangers 
 
Lesson 3: Ways to Act 
upon Exposure to Chase  
 
Lesson 4: First Aid 
 
Lesson 5: Studying 
Crimes 
 
 

IV. 

GRADING: 
 

Grading Policy/ Assessment Tools:  
Grading System: 
 
 

Grade Distribution: 
 

Moral Education Semester 1 Semester 2 

Graded Classwork  15 15 

Quiz 25 25 

Behavior Assessment 10 10 

Community Service Project 15 15 

Class Participation 5 5 
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Mid Term Exam/Final Exam 
 

30 30 

Total  100 100 

 

 

Grade Distribution: 

 

2. Students would be graded for completion of any kind of task assigned to them on a scale of: 

   

A+  5 Excellent/ Outstanding 

A  4 ½  Very Good 

B  4 Good 

C  3 Well Done/ Fair  

D  2 ---------- 

E  1 ---------- 

 

Assessment Tools: 

1. Homework will be checked for completeness, accuracy, and/or 
understanding. 

2. Class work will be evaluated overall by the teacher. 
3. Quizzes are given as needed based on the same pattern of English.  
4. Behaviour and attitude assessment will be assessed as applied to context 

based on the individual rubric. 
5.  Moral Education progress will be assessed based on the concept clarity 

aligned with each unit and vocabulary and reference to context. 
6. Reading: inference, deduction, skimming and scanning techniques will be 

used to test level of understanding. 
7. Pass mark 60. 
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Quizzes and graded classworks may consist of multiple-choice, short answers, 

inference and deduction, oral and written comprehension tasks, vocabulary, 

short and long writing tasks. Performance indicator sheet will be filled after 

every assessment. 

 

PERFORMANCE AREAS (Skills) 6-9 samples: 

 Communication and social skills  
 Presentation of work 
 Group and individual performance 
 Reading poetry 
 Making generalizations 
 Recognizing connections 
 Finding the Main Idea 
 Forming opinions 
 Understanding the listening process 
 Participating in an oral discussion 
 Understanding various standards covered according to the four main 

pillars of Moral Education. 
 Creating Print Media. 
 Holding a debate incorporating the UAE and global context. 
 Understanding the techniques of Clear and Distinct Speech 
 Analyzing Oral Texts 

 

Important Note for Behavior Assessment: 

Following the guidelines provided for Moral Education, each student will be 

assessed for his/her behavior. Therefore, if a student fails to abide by the code 

of conduct and rules and regulation of the school, it will be reflected negatively 

in the Behavior Assessment category. Final grades will be given accordingly.  

Moral Education is integrated with English and therefore 20% marks will be 

dedicated to Moral Education in the aggregate of 100.  
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Key Points 

• Moral Education is a curriculum designed to positively influence school environments by 

instilling a sense of individual personal responsibility and encouraging student civic 

engagement.   

• Build character traits that include resilience, perseverance, work ethic, critical thinking and 

discipline Prepare students with the skills they need for adult life. Skills include financial 

literacy, awareness of addiction, mental and physical well-being and digital literacy. 

• Teach students the practical and ethical values that are represented in the ethos of the 

course, which includes tolerance, honesty, dignity, respect, and humility. 

• Encourage and enable students to become engaged members of their community. 

• Teach students about culture, both of the UAE and of the wider world, and enable them to 

value the wealth of culture available across the world 

 

GIS Visions: Program Goals and Achievements 

The goal is facilitating character development and civic engagement in school students, via 

participation in various programs and initiatives, students would become more invested in their 

education and more engaged in their communities, make more beneficial life choices, and 

influence their peers more positively.  Exposure to the program’s components would facilitate 

the development of moral and ethical values, personal resilience, and pro-social behaviors. 

Volunteering Opportunities      

One of the primary objectives of Moral Education is to enable students to become engaged 

members of their community. To that effect, students are encouraged to enroll and participate 

in the UAE’s various community initiatives such as: 

1. Volunteers.ae 

Volunteer.ae is a platform that matches volunteers and their skills to volunteering 

opportunities, thus helping to grow the UAE volunteer community. 

 

2. Dubai Cares 

Dubai Cares is a charity organization launched by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates and 
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Ruler of Dubai, with the aim of improving children’s access to quality primary education 

in developing countries. The organization offers several community engagement 

activities such as volunteer programs and fundraising initiatives. 

 

3. Al Bayt Mitwahid 

Al Bayt Mitwahid Association is rooted in the vision of the UAE’s Founding Father, the 

late Sheikh Zayed, who recognized the importance of unity as a vital necessity for 

realizing the hopes and aspirations of our people and who instilled in everyone the spirit 

of giving for no return and commandments to assist others whoever, whenever and 

wherever they are. 

 

4. Give a Ghaf 

Give a Ghaf is a tree planting program by sustainability and green living organisation 

Goumbook, that aims to raise awareness about the Ghaf tree and encourages members 

of the community to help in its conservation and protection by planting the tree. 

 

5. Takatof 

Takatof offers community members, several volunteering opportunities domestically 

and internationally, to support social and environmental projects. 

In-house Activities 

There are several In-House events and activities which takes place round the year in GIS for 

holistic teaching and learning. Some of the ongoing initiatives are mentioned below. 

 Day of giving organized by the student council were students will exhibit different 

booths bringing culture and community together. At the same time students will 

embark on a new mission of caring for their peers by sharing their prized possessions. 

 GIS Global Village 

As a part of its high school project based learning extra- curricular activity GIS Global 

Village will be organized students get a chance to set up booth’s representing and 

explaining a country and its traditions, heritage, and belief. Some of the countries that 

will be included in the display are UAE, China, Japan, India, Spain, and Rome. Students 

participating will be dressed up accordingly to the country they will be representing, and 

will display traditional cuisine, artifacts, and competitions for the audience to interact 

and enjoy. This event will be integrated with Moral Education, Cultural Studies being the 

main focus which is one of the four pillars of Moral Education.  
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 In accordance with His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashed Al Maktoum's 

declaration of celebrating 'giving' and 'charity' this year, particularly emphasizing on his 

words, "I believe giving is not limited to monetary donations. Rather, “giving” is defined 

by the differences we make: the differences in someone’s life, in a society, or in a 

nation.", here at GIS, we are striving to instill in our students the importance of giving 

back to the community by involving them in social welfare projects. As part of this 

mission, grades 6A and 6B girls are scheduled to visit Dubai Autism Center in Al Hudaiba, 

Dubai on 15th March, 2017. At the Center, the students will be given an informative 

lecture about the behavioral problem of Autism, as well as getting a chance to interact 

with children suffering from this ailment.  

 Moral Education Puzzle Art 
Students at GIS learn through activities, group discussions, peer to peer evaluations, 

research pools, drama/ plays, critical questions and of course to bring out their best by 

giving them the opportunity and by ensuring the embodiment of 6C’s- through ‘Critical 

Thinking’, ‘Communication’, ‘Collaboration’, ‘Citizenship’, ‘Creativity’ to serve 

‘Community’ in the classroom and outside the school premises through various 

exhibitions and displays. We also have individual and group presentation conducted by 

the students inside the classroom and in the auditorium. 

This September, students collaboratively worked together covering a wide range of 

writers and their famous quotes which had meaningful meaning for every individual and 

community. It was integrated with the four main pillars of Moral Education namely, 

Character and Morality, Individual and Community, Cultural Studies, and Civic Studies. 

They also included quotes by UAE visionaries including Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid, 

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and Sultan bin Muhammad Al-Qasimi. 

 

 Lift Up Campaigns 

The Lift Up campaign is dedicated to the teachers of Greenwood International School 

for their hard work. The main idea of the Lift Up campaign is to lift up all teachers' spirits 

and make them happy. The teachers are given balloons and chocolate as they enter the 

school by the students. Many smiles are brought together from every nook and corner 

of the school.  

 

Teaching Strategies 

The strategy uses a two-pronged strategy, combining both direct and indirect approaches to 

facilitate moral development.  Direct learning strategies consists of student-led discussions of 

desirable character traits within the context of students’ current conduct and future selves and 
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school activities centered on the promotion of these traits.  Indirect learning strategies 

provided students with opportunities to forge community connections within their school and 

in the broader community.  To promote the diffusion of lesson content and experiences across 

the boundary of school into home and community, as well as to garner additional support for 

students’ work, students are directed to share information on program activities with their 

parents.  

To have an effective moral education program these few mentioned strategies are practiced: 

 Incorporate interactive teaching strategies such as peer discussion, role-playing, and 

cooperative learning. 

 Engage in lessons that discuss careers and the character traits needed for specific jobs. 

 Homework assignments in which they share information about various activities with 

parents. 

 Include training in specific socio-emotional skills, such as anger management and peer 

mediation. 

 Articulate to the participants the nature of initiatives as being grounded in the 

development of character, morality, and ethical decision-making. 

 Include family and/or community partners in the initiatives as partners in 

implementation or as consumers of the program. 

 Operate on multiple levels of the social-ecological framework – classroom, school, 

family, and community. 

Measuring Success 

Since character-related outcomes are difficult to measure directly, our initiative, in line with 

other character education initiatives, relies on indirect measures of psychological constructs 

believed to be related to moral development. Some of them are: 

 Surveys completed by students before, during, and at the end of the school year to 

measure program effects.   

 Student self-reports will consist of sets of questions designed by our department or 

drawn from existing psychological scales.  

Positive change in the measured constructs would then indicate program 

effectiveness.  The following constructs will be assessed: respect, responsibility, caring, 

honesty, moral courage, community service, reflective, decision-making, resisting peer 

pressure, cooperation, self-reflection about character, school bonding, school values, 

inter-group relations, academic expectations, and student involvement.   

 Identifying what kind of program initiative results in exactly what kind of behavior or 

attitude. 


